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FRANZ LISZT (1811-1886) 
 

A commentary by 
 

ALAN WALKER 
 
Franz Liszt spanned the Romantic era.  As a child he met Beethoven; as an elderly 
man he was introduced to Debussy.  Between times, this protean personality was 
intimately acquainted with many of the leading artistic figures of the age.  His circle 
was not confined simply to musicians like Wagner, Chopin, Berlioz and Schumann, 
although he knew them well.  Among his friends and colleagues were painters, 
poets, writers and sculptors, such as Delacroix, Heine, Lamartine, George Sand and 
Bartolini.  He mixed just as easily with politicians and could count several of the 
crowned heads of Europe among his friends.  
 
Liszt’s multi-faceted career unfolded in at least six different directions 
simultaneously.  He was the world’s leading pianist who created the model for 
today’s solo recital; he was a composer who introduced new forms into music, such 
as the symphonic poem and the single-movement ‘cyclical’ sonata; he was an 
orchestral conductor who developed a new repertory of body-signals at the podium, 
which still leave a visible mark on conductors today; he was an inspiring teacher and 
the creator of the ‘masterclass’, from whose ranks more than 400 pupils emerged – 
many of them eminent; he was a writer of books and articles, mostly written in the 
service of his fellow musicians; finally, and not least, he was an organizer and 
director of ambitious international music festivals which promoted especially the 
works of his contemporaries Berlioz, Wagner, and Schumann.  Such boundless 
activity invested Liszt with immense authority –an authority which extended well 
beyond the world of music.  
  



VALERIE TRYON was born in Portsmouth, England.  Her career as a concert pianist 
began while she was still a child.  Before she was twelve she had broadcast for the BBC, 
and was appearing regularly before the public on the concert platform.  She was one of 
the youngest students ever to be admitted to the Royal Academy of Music, where she 
received the highest awards in piano playing, including the Macfarren Gold Medal and a 
bursary which took her to Paris for further study with Jacques Février. 
 
A Cheltenham Festival recital brought her the enthusiastic acclaim of Britain’s foremost 
critics.  Since then she has played in most of the major concert halls and appeared with 
many of the leading orchestras and conductors in Britain.  Her career eventually took her 
to North America where she has appeared in such cities as Toronto, Montreal, Boston, 
Washington, Pittsburgh, Minneapolis, San Francisco and Los Angeles.  She now lives in 
Canada, where she was until recently Artist-in-Residence at McMaster University, but 
spends a part of each year in her native Britain. 
 
Her repertoire is enormous, ranging from Bach to contemporary composers; it includes 
more than sixty concertos and a vast amount of chamber music. She is highly regarded 
for her sensitive interpretations of the romantics – Chopin, Liszt, and Rachmaninov in 
particular, much of whose music she has recorded. 
 
Valerie Tryon has been awarded several distinctions for her services to music.  She was 
an early recipient of the Harriet Cohen Medal.  More recently the Liszt Memorial Plaque 
was bestowed on her by the Hungarian Minister of Culture in recognition of her lifelong 
promotion of Franz Liszt’s music. 
 
 
“One finds oneself in the presence of a great artist” 
 - Gazette de Lausanne, Switzerland 

      


